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Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

 
Thank you for your letter dated 30 October in relation to the timing of the publication 
of Budget 2021/22.  
 
As you are aware the Committee has been supportive of the need to prioritise the 
Scottish Government’s response to the pandemic.  In particular, we agreed with the 
need to postpone the publication of the Medium-Term Financial Strategy and the 
Scottish Fiscal Commission forecasts in May. 
 
At the same time the Committee welcomed the fiscal transparency provided by your 
decision to publish a Summer Budget Revision.  The subsequent Autumn Budget 
Revision has also been useful in providing an update on the budgetary response to 
COVID-19.  
 
The Committee also agrees with you that we are in a period of unprecedented fiscal 
uncertainty, with the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to impact the lives of everyone 
in Scotland and the uncertainty of our future relationship with the EU.   
 
Consequently, and given a full UK Budget will not be published this month, the 
Committee regrets the need for delay but accepts the need for the Budget to be 
postponed until after Christmas recess.  The Committee’s view is that in order to allow 
sufficient parliamentary scrutiny, while also allowing Stage 3 of the Budget Bill to take 
place in the week commencing 1 March, it is preferable that the Budget is published 
in the week commencing 25 January.  This would allow both this Committee and the 
subject committees an opportunity to hear evidence from external stakeholders as well 
as from Ministers.   
 
At the same time and given the limited timetable for budget scrutiny the Committee 
also requests that as much detailed budget information as is practical is provided in 



 

 

advance of the budget being published.  The Committee has asked our clerks to work 
with your officials in identifying what information could be provided in advance of the 
budget to support a transparent and robust scrutiny process such as public sector pay 
policy and the capital investment programme.  The Committee also welcomes the 
commitment from your officials to provide a technical analysis of the impact of the 
forthcoming UK Spending Review on the Scottish Budget.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 

 
 


